Terms of Reference

BCASW Health Advocacy Committee

Description

The BCASW Health Advocacy committee is composed of social workers who have an interest in advancing the practice of healthcare Social Work.  Its dual focus is advocacy for the role of Social Work in healthcare and systemic advocacy on issues impacting healthcare clients.

Structure

· The Committee will strive to have membership representation from various health practice areas and all regions of the province, rural and urban.
· BCASW members may indicate their interest in joining the committee by contacting BCASW.  Members will then be vetted by the chair and/or designate.
· All members of the Health Advocacy Committee will be members in good standing with BCASW.
· The Health Advocacy Committee will appoint a chairperson, who will be responsible for coordinating the work of the Committee and chairing teleconferences and meetings.  The Committee chair (or delegate) will be invited to participate in provincial board meeting s as a non-voting member and will report to the Board on the work of the Committee.
· There are no terms of office for members.

Goals

· To review social policy and practice affecting the field of health social work in B.C. and develop strategies to advocate for necessary changes or improvements;
· To issue position papers, press releases and public documents, written or verbal, which contribute to the discussion and nature of health care and healthcare social work practice in B.C.;
· To engage in systemic advocacy for healthcare clients and for the profession of social work in B.C.;
· To provide forums and other public education/training activities in which “best practice” in the field of healthcare social work is discussed, taught, and debated.

Objectives

· The Committee will define an agenda which will be reviewed regularly for timeliness and relevance and create the basis for an action plan.  In establishing their priorities, the Committee will engage the involvement of other stakeholders including healthcare. social workers, various government ministries and schools of social work, and collaborate with other community partners.
· The Committee will organize, coordinate, and recognize a number of spokespersons able to comment on health policy/practice under the auspices of the Committee and BCASW.  The Committee will establish a protocol for the manner in which information is released when speaking for BCASW and the Committee.
· The Committee will promote social work practice in the field of healthcare and will do this through a variety of initiatives, which may include health social work training events.



Operations
· The committee will meet virtually approximately 10 times per year.
· Decisions will be made by consensus.
· Members will be asked to contribute approximately one hour per month for meetings and 1-2 hours per month for work outside of meetings.  This may involve reading, liaising with stakeholders, writing position papers or researching specific issues.
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